ANYTHING ¢ROM A HEARING AID TU A BUGGED TRUSS?

+

Audio Visual Jorkshop - what kind of label is thatl? Ve must sit down‘sgmetime and
think up a more apprbpriaté title. It aoﬁnds like 'Audio Visual Aids' - a kind ;f -
dexion shelved store cwa trade counter manned by wlick vhite coated guys standing
around issuing anything from a'hcéring aid fo a bugged truss.
But it's not. It's an active, progressive, expofimental, often prolific, slightly o
chaotic, definitely understatffed, rairly well equipped (more so every term) , avant-
garde (avant—gardol) sound, f;lm and video workchope Jith.the ompﬁasis on vork and
leus on uhop,l. He’il loan ou% the odé tape-recorder or 8 mil projector if yhu‘rcy_
stuck for onc on ué#&%hing you'rec doing independently, but we'd prefer to get together
with you on your idcaf Ideally, and this is what it'c all about, we'd like you to
come to us with any iacea at the point of cdnccption (wow) which would exist au a
'&uratiun',that io ugmething that exists:au an experience only thrbugh a litoral
timc-span, like a sound tapcz, movic, vidqétapc or ¢von a live pcffafmanco.-
This yecar, fur the first tiue, we have four or five students whu Qfo officially_ﬁVf
fulltimers, plus th: two or three (from sainly Painting and oculpt;fo) who arc
cffcctively fulltimers’, and wany, many part;timcrs. 0, predictably, it's going to
be protty hcavy going.(with all the tochnical crap involved) on the throc’ staff:
Tony sinden, Tom Cockburn and uysclfe Ploasc thereforc be paticnt, but keop pressing
andg we'll get things donce (Donjt iorget we £till have no tochniciﬁn).

Intercst on the contcaporary art scenc in the use of film, videotape and sound tape is
as nany oi you will have rec@gniscd, fast dovelopinge Peoople arc producing :movics
and videotapcs as the art vorks, as woil as using thc mecdia for docuﬁcntatian of cvenk

that would othorwiéé.bé inacccusiblece  ind of coursc there's the uwore traditional
narrative filmfmakgrq atc. All of these arcas e onCJur@goé But, I have to aduit
I havec a porgsﬁgi bias toward 'the picce as the workf-rathorrfhan the use VI a medium
T gs.docuacnt another, or- theatrical usage (don't let that dcég% sou coming along to

AW if you've got a raging Ken Russell in your head thought) « ‘



‘Then I say the picce as the work I mean ideas which inhcrently could .nly cxistlas film
vidacotape or suunétapo. " Yainting dealing with purcly goloﬁr field, texturc, surface

" ¢to., rather than the image, cxist as theasclveés vith no opecific extornal reforencce.
woulpture concoracd. .ith purcly it's material wubstance, apparent weight, relationship

o parts to rﬁolo and 'perceptual' Qrupcrtica rathyr than having Lpecitice oxtornal

rei'crence existo ce themsclvese Thoy oxist as a 'bona-iidc! oxporicncc. The same
can be truc iur iilm, video anu soﬁnd: But, the perlcu;.aré'anaidcrably <ificrent.
#ila, for instance, hos, aladst 1roa it's invcnti;n, beon.u;od oG &n oxtonuiqp of
claosic theatre, docusentarics being an sivshoot of phia attitudes . It wos logical
and aoney makinge It isc well rooted as a recording éodium, aslis telovision and sound

recording techniquese & lot of what is produced is good of course, but we du not have

to'acéépt tho historical préssures as absolutee We can concider these media for their
70wn'iﬁhorent prgporfios rather than for their convicnicnce. A film necd be no more
passive eantertainaent, it can be pérticipatany to the point of the physical, if' only by
perceptual/psychological stizulation, with it as a 'real' cxpericnce rather:-than a
facsinile of some pact cvente However, it's not possible to siaply disreghrﬂ assuin-
ptions that have developed in peoples minds swer the yoars, ﬁu'I_believo it is not
possible to simply throw all their expectancies out of the WindiWeeessosseas

It's a subtle and intrigﬁing gane )= I could go on for huurs, but there is'nt the space
heres Come and have a chat sometimc. - : .- f
Fin&lly (b§ck_£a_ﬁhe AViT), if your new to the college, we uchrééé from a d;fﬁef atlthe
‘Proft. of thé-bhiiéing behind the Registrars office. ¢ Thore gt 0 atoré_gf st of
our cquipisent: 16mm caseras, projectors (8am and 165, tapérecorders, synthesisor,”
film cditing gear otc., plus uy office. at the other faf.dgrner at the front (through

Foundation and screen print) we heve video recording studio, with TV camcras, mixer,

lights the 1.t.
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