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THE 5.5.A., 1987

It is engrossing, and cerainly time-consuming when 1 have my own work to do, but I appreciate the
honour of being elected President of the S.5.A. Like many of us working in the ans in Scodand, T have
always had the greatest respect for the Society. It has a certain keenness and high anisticintegrity, and its
airm - ¥o encourage the more adventurous spinits in Scottish art’ becomes more meaningful as time goes on. For
me, the 5.5.A. has always been a spur and now as President, [ seek to ensure the continuance of that
artistic virilicy.

Art has a great habit of not standing stll, and it should be obvious from this exhibiton that we are iment
on accommodating the newer art forms. Modern art will simply not go away, and just when we think
we're getting up-to-date, along comes something as yet undefined. The 5.5.A. will neither slavishly
follow or avoid the new. It is up o its artist members w make up their own minds as o what form of
creativity they pursue, but it is the responsibility of the Society to provide the opponunity for them to
express it. The Socety represents many artists in Scotland, and this willingness o accommodate
experiment will not be to the exclusion of those working in more raditional forms. The declared aim,
whatever the art form, is the same - 1o transmit the spirit and energy of progressive art in Scotland.

Ironically, at a time when when could use more space, we suffer the disrespect of being allocated a
smaller area of the RS, A. Galleries for our annual exhibition. The §.5.A. is aware of the importance of its
wraditional role in annually presenting the spectrum of modern Scoutish ar to its Scottish public in our
Scottish Capital, and 1o do this well artists require the right space and conditions. We do not suffer this
constriction gladly.

We are aware of the value of the suppont from parrons, lay-members and the public. Prizes, the sale of
work and good exhibition awendances become very imporant during these times of financial
constraints. When a Society by way of its artistic conscience and beliefs, is prepared 1o exhibic ‘difficult’
work which is not readily saleable, this support is all the more necessary, and I hope it will expand. I
thank those who have already helped, and ask others to consider patronage, membership, or even
awarding a prize - a pleasant way towards real involvement in the aris. This year we are appreciative of
the Scottish Arts Council's awards for ‘time-based” work and trust this will conunue.

As I've said, (and not without some quiet glee), modern art won't go away - nor should any sensible and
self-respecting society ever want it to - or expect it to. It can, guite naturally, make its unique contribution
to a better Scotland by way of exercising the imagination and suggesting the ideas for which, guite
naturally, art exists to suggest. There is a basic aberration and absence of confidence in any sociery which
abdicates its interest in native art in doubtful favour of art from elsewhere. I assent the essential cultural
need for an organisation with an uncompromising interest in the development of modern Scottish art.
The 5.5.A. can fulfil this role and has that ‘sdventurous spinit’. Have you?

GEDORGE WYLLIE,
Presiedent.



‘TIME BASED WORK'

This year’s exhibition includes a number of works, until recently not normally associated v
5.5.A. Exhibiuons, in an area of practice variously described as ‘time-based’, ‘installations’ and
‘mixed media’. This has come about through the foresight and energy of George Wyllie and is
now supported by the Scomish Arts Council which provided a number of bursaries
encourage artists (o contribute works in this field of contemporary art, This is to be welcomed
since it opens a window to these art forms, and consequenily the range of ideas they can express,
which are a regular part of major exhibitions in large metropolitan cities but do not often find
opportunities for display in Scotland.

It also recognises the fact that these art forms are used by a small but significant number of
artists in Scotland, and interestingly by an increasing number of students studying in the
Scottish art schools. Among my own students there is a strong current of ant practice which is
social and political in context and which finds its expression best served, not only by using these
non-traditional forms, but also because the objects used are often found, the everyday, the
available. This gritty or, for that matter, glossy, ordinariness is associated with a certain ideali
in this kind of work which atternpts to transform society, which is reinforced by the fact th
most often by their very nature the works themselves have no place in the art market. In thi
respect these works bestachieve Joseph Beuys's admonition that “art is a basic metaghor for all social
freedoms, but it should not be only a metaphor; it should be a real means in daily life, to go in and transform th
pronwer fields of soctety”. Further, those works which also include a time element attempt to achieve:
more direct parncipation of the viewer. By using a fourth dimension, time, Robert Hughe
suggests that a link is made “between technology and art, giving a new urgency to one’s sense of images
invalving the spectator in a matrix instead of setting himm or her outside the frame”.

The inclusion of this work is a healthy recognition of cultural pluralism and supports the noton
that the progress of art is not a linear dialect unfolding along a discernable line, but one whic
renews itself by being open to sumulation from without while maintaining a strong local basi

DAVID HARDING,

Head of Department for Envtronmental Art,
Clasgow School ef Art.



TIME BASED EXHIBITS

‘Maroonsd on the loe Flow' Reinhardy Behrens

“This instellation docronents one of the many failed atternpts io reach the heart of Naboland by sea. The rafl as it can be seen was found
By a lader expedition and has been carefully restored by Reinhardt Bekrens the most receni investigator of Nabolarnd "
(In the Main Gallery)

Women's Boom / Men's Room' Stan Bonnar
“This video/sculpture installation offers an optimistic view of our relationship to the planet. 1t is a view, honever, that places
twholesommeness and potential in the grovince of the ferminine” (In Passages linking the Galleries)
“Searching for the Last Man in Europe’ Picworial Heroes (Doug Aubrey and Alan Robenson)

“This work is designed fo be part of the fabric of the building rather than beng a work situated of a paint within it, forming strategic
poinis where manitors, inages, sounds and obects can be found and viewed. 1t is constructed out of the mation of accupied territary
wherein the andience receive, filter and connect the information they gather thereafter becoming eariers of a unique idelogical and
prercepiual map of the ceeupation™ (Throughout the Galleries)

‘I Want To Go Back’ Phil Power
“Two columns stending, one of brack ane of done,
Like sums, red, from streaming tears,
Feve sums burn in the plass, waiting for the flood,
They sprin and foem, shoot through and dive,
One of the froe is the place.” (On the Balcony)

‘Rannoch Moor - Beauty, Wilderness, Survival' Valerie Pragnell
“Corrour Summit on Rannech Moor has a desolate beauty. A lome tree anchors itself tn a large rock, the roots of the old Caledomian
Jarest rise up, and the wind soulpiured meec-boards add to the windmeepd “specialness” of this inacessble area™

{In the Sculprure Hall)
‘Sea Cones Shadows’ Arthur Watson

Reltef Print and Mixed Media, 1987 {On the Main Stircase)

(All prices by amrangement)

Subsiised by the Scottish nrts Council
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PRIZES

Two organisations continue to support The Society by generously donating purchase prizes for exhibitors. This

encourages submissions and ensures sales for some artists.
Educational Institute of Scotland [£40:0)
LB.M. (United Kingdom) Ltd. [£504)



