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ARTIST'S STATEMENT

Four Songs is a collection of musical stories in allegorical

form. They are a set of personal projections which concern

the subjective nature of life experience. The images and sounds
are composed into audio visual rhythms based on the psychological
emotional dynamics of the original situations, rather than their
content or storyline aspects. The aesthetic ideas they express
are closely bound to the unique characteristics and high degree

of precision offered by state-of-the-art post-production video
systems. Particular attention is paid to the power and importance
of sound in the final stage of the work.
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Bill Viola born 1951 New York City
Studied electronic music at Syracuse University

1969-74 member of the Synapse group, Syracuse University
installed and operated campus-wide cable TV system
Initiated courses in video at university art school.
Technical consultant video, Everson Museum

1974-76 Technical director in charge of production at
Art/Tapes/22 Florence, Italy

1976-78 Artist-in-residence WNET/13 Television Laboratory, New York

1973-78 Performing with David Tudor and others in *'Rainforest®
throughout U.S. and France, Group now called Composers
Inside Electronics.

1976-78 Original member and resident artist with International
Television Workshop, a group of artists including Nam June
Paik exploring cultural expression and exchange through
television. Travels to Siena, Italy; Solomon Islands in
the South Pacific; and Java, Indonesia to produce work.




