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Seminar 16th July

EOW GAUGE VIDEQTAPE AS A FRODUCTIAON AND DISTRIBU

Flease accept this letter 2s &an Invitation to a
showlng of the haif-inch black-anc-white videct
HISTORYY, st the Hational Film Theatrs (NFT 3},
at 3pm on waﬁnesda? July 16th.

This is being foliowed by a shori action-resear

&

on the pﬁﬁﬁ?b lities of low~gauge vidantape as

and distridbution medium (please sze cnclosed do
‘ 1 you are unable to come wauld youw plesze pass

fnvitetion on to interested parties within your

We gre asking pasrsons atcsnding to bring some |

b

with thewm {please see Hriaﬁing}, and enclose 3

gther persons lavited.
Yours. sincerely,

Sue Haijl.

RS VP
ftelephons wmessage service 87h -G524 ext

e oo Sue Hall, Johe Hopkine .

Tiraes.
Secavarsodation: Lendon Borcugh of Camden.

apa A LOCAL

South Bank,

ch seminar
g production

cuments ).

this

Department

~J
(s
<o
[y

Lt badbze] bys Bﬂlm\ Filan lnstirute, Arts Council of Great Pritain, Grester London Arts Aszociation, Rowntree Social Servicas

Alfitisted to: The Instituie for Research in Art and Technology Limited {(Regisiered Charity No 2626735)
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ACTION-RESEARCH 3EMINAR WITH VIDEQTAPE PLAYB Sy 16th July, 1975

"Low Gauge Videotape as a Froduction and Distribution Medium"

-
!

‘neatre 3, South Bank, 3pm -~ Spm.

National Film

"A LOCAL HISTORY" (Wegt Kentish Town 1960-1975)
20 minute black-and-white half-inch videotape, rough edited versicn.

"

ry videotape describing the changes in the
© life, as observed and remembered by

This is a sceclal documenta
architecture and quality o
0ld Age Pensicrners.

The pro
iy

oduction has been grant-aided by the British ¥ilm Institute,
the host

s of this seminar, w1th technical assistance fram the
Council donated on a goodwill basis.

Production Details: . '
Preresearcn and gathering of raw materisls: 1 person=-weei
Sheooting: 2 " K
Post~shocting productivn{viewing, logging, addit;onal ahoo,;mgs
editing, audio nixing): b
First wave distribution: 1 " "
This work was, however, spread out over severzl months.

Task Force, the commis sﬁoning agency, ware responszible for setiing
up and arranging interviews.

ed and directed by Sue Hall anéd John Hepkins, 1975,

Produc
Edited at Vide~ Rescurce Centre, 130 Gloucester Avenue, London N W X,

ACTION-RESEARCH SEMINAR

The videotape production 'A Local History' is an axperiwew*al
project, and some new information which applies cyeerne ic metrads
te videc production and distribution (see Production Algorithn
sheet) has been brought up in the course of the project.

This is the Tirst time the British Film Institute has funded a
vides produﬂfloz. It is also experimental in that no-ene in the

U as yet succseded in produc1ng a finely-edited product, using
by nch videctape, and suitable for general distribution.

However, we feel that the rough-edit of 'A Local History'! is far
enough advanced to demcnstrate the potential of half-inch video zs
a general, low-cost production medium with wide applications in
She puollc sectcor.

In Australia, U I A and Cansz ﬁ», where publiicly funded videc

Directors: Sue Hall, John Hopkins.

Crant-tided by: British Film {nsutuze, Arts Council of Great Britain, Greater Londoa Arts As sm*uuen Rowntree Sociat Hurvices
Truat,

Accommodation: wadon Aorough of Camden.

Ailtliated tol The fusttute for Researsh in ot and Technology Limited {Registered Sharity Mo 262673y,
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production facilities are available, such productions are now
commonplace. This is not the case in the U K because, as yet, no
such public facilities exist with the requisite technical sophis--

“tication. (This statement includes the Kendal, Bradford and Mersey-

side Arts Centres). But the use of portable video in many varied
applications, is on the increase in the public sector in the U X.

Technical Constraints

State-of-the-art software limitations are caused by technical
constraints in the editing and processing stages of production.
These constraints could be removed with a small amount of public
investment in the purchase and modificafion of existing video
hardware. This would be carried out as a Research and Development
programme aimed at producing models of working systems for use in
the public sector (including public access). ;

Such an R & D programme would also include development of manage-
ment and accountability models.

" Briefing

Any organisation concerned with the use of portable video in any
capacity will eventually face the problems of post-shooting prod-
uction and editing, and also distribution of the finished product.
We feel that a comparison of examples/models from different fields
would be valuable right across the public sector.

We are therefore asking persons attending the seminar to bring with
them, in convenient form, information on the ways in which your
organisation/Department is using, or thinking of using video.

Everyone who contributes information will receive a summary of all
the information produced. There may be cause for further
inter-departmental cooperation and exchange of information should
it prove possible to establish a Research and Development project
as outlined in Technical Constraints above, and Technical Reports
Nos. 1 and 2 which will be avallable for inspectinn at the seminar.

Directors: Sue Hall, John Hopkins.

Grant-Aided by: British Film Institute, Arts Council of Great Britain, Greater London Arts Association, Rowntree Social Services
Trust.
Accommodation: London Borough of Camden.

Affiliated to: The Institute tor Research in Art and Technology Limited (Registered Charity No 2626751.
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Ligst of ?ersons Invited (not in alphabetical mrder)

John Buston "
Rod Wilscon, Arts Counecil of ireat Prltatn

¥

Peter Salnsbury~

Barrie CGavin

Staff, British Pilm Institute

Tony Wraight

Fiona Duncan, Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation, London.

Ellis Hillman, Chairman, GLC Arts Board
Gareth Hadley, Directcr gnﬁ”*l'a (1tloe, G L C.

Pratsp Chitnis, Jus=aph Rowntree Social ué??lceﬁ Trust.
Michael Barrett, British Council.

Acting Director, Tasl Porce Head Office.
Field Werker, Task Porue Camden Braanch.

Robert Tasher, Fund Raising ?ooréinaﬁ%r, Help The Aged.

Frances Berrigan, Researcher, UNESCO and BFI. 
Michael.ﬁarrett,~Project Director, CO~AX, Milton Keynes Devt Cﬁ?@.
' Harry Marsh, Family Service Unit, Head Office. | |
" Helen Holden, National Caunmil for Sccial-Serﬁicé. 

Mes Temple, Director, Community Divisiun, Centre for Urban
Educational Studlws, TLEA, : : S

Frances Dawe, Voluntary Services Unit, Home Office.

A P G Brown, Director of Information, Informaticn Division, D H 3.8
Mary Preston, Local Authorities Socisl Services Divisicn, D H 8 3.

Mr Day, Training Liason Officer, Civil Service Depb._

Alan Davis, Secretary, Interdepartmental Group onLeisure EXpﬁ”imﬁﬂLi
DoOE. BT :
Derothy Dent, Leisure Experiments Branch, D O E.

Mr D R Jones, Assessor tb'théfoitish'Film Institute, D E 8.
Mr Max E Brcome, Library Adviser, D Z S.
My Dovey, Schools 3 Branch, D'E S. -

Mr Michael Weatherley, mralnlng oe'vices Agency, Manpower Services
Comuission. c Ty L A W

Profess or Brian Lewis, Open Unversity.

Carcline Heller, Schon fo" Advanced Urban Studies, Bristcl Univ.

(25 copies, internal circulation, B F I)
pies, ‘
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